PREFACE
This book is a study in human nature and human society.
Its subject demands the combination of historical investigation
with psychological and sociological methods. Though the scope
of the book would seem to be more comprehensive than that of
previous treatments of the problem, it must be emphasized that
the book is by no means meant as an exhaustive discussion of
all aspects and all materials available. Such a discussion would
fill an encyclopaedia and would require the co-operation of many
specialists. War-time conditions, moreover, impose strict limita-
tions on the size of books. I was compelled to leave out several
important chapters and to economize in space wherever possible.
It should not be 'assumed, therefore, that questions not treated
in detail, or at all, either escaped my attention or were considered
unimportant. One of my principal rules in selecting the materials
was to avoid treating questions in detail which have been widely
discussed already and about which most readers may be assumed
to be well informed, unless I had to put forward a new inter-
pretation or significant supplementary argumfent^. ' Many prob-
lems of nationality, moreover, have already been dealt with' in
other publications of mine, and I intend to publish shortly further
books and papers which will continue the investigations of this
book. Space has also been saved by numerous references to
books by other authors where the reader1 would find a more
detailed discussion of certain issues than I could afford.
I should not have been able to pursue my studies and to
write this book but for the generous help of the Society for the
Protection of Science and Learning in Cambridge and All Souls
College in Oxford, and I take this opportunity of expressing my
warmest thanks to them. In particular I am most grateful to
Dr. W. G. S. Adams, Warden of All Souls, Sir William Beveridge,
Master of University College, Dr. George P. Gooch, and Mr.
Alexander Farquharson, General Secretary of the Institute of
Sociology, for all the kind interest shown to me and my work.
I am also greatly indebted to friends who have read chapters
of this book and have suggested corrections, in particular Mr.